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2009 SAUVIGNON BLANC2009 SAUVIGNON BLANC2009 SAUVIGNON BLANC2009 SAUVIGNON BLANC, , , , HAPPY CANYON OF SANTA BARBARAHAPPY CANYON OF SANTA BARBARAHAPPY CANYON OF SANTA BARBARAHAPPY CANYON OF SANTA BARBARA    
 

            

    
    
COMPOSITION:COMPOSITION:COMPOSITION:COMPOSITION:    
100% Sauvignon Blanc 
    
VINEYARDS:VINEYARDS:VINEYARDS:VINEYARDS:    
83%: Grassini Family 
17%: Vogelzang  
 
CLONES:CLONES:CLONES:CLONES:    
1 and Musque 
    
AVERAGE YIELD:AVERAGE YIELD:AVERAGE YIELD:AVERAGE YIELD:    
1.30 to 2.77 Tons per Acre 
    
HARVEST DATES:HARVEST DATES:HARVEST DATES:HARVEST DATES:    
Sept 2

nd
 to Sept 5

th 
 

    
APPELAPPELAPPELAPPELLATION:LATION:LATION:LATION:    
Happy Canyon of  
Santa Barbara  
    
FERMENTATION:FERMENTATION:FERMENTATION:FERMENTATION:    
100% Barrel fermented and aged  
in 3 to 7 year old French oak. 
    
AGING:AGING:AGING:AGING:    
11 months on the lees. 
 
BOTTLED:BOTTLED:BOTTLED:BOTTLED:    
On August 20

th
, 2010 

 
ALCOHOL:  ALCOHOL:  ALCOHOL:  ALCOHOL:  14.3% 
 
CASES PRODUCED: CASES PRODUCED: CASES PRODUCED: CASES PRODUCED: 150    
    
SUGGESTED RETAIL: SUGGESTED RETAIL: SUGGESTED RETAIL: SUGGESTED RETAIL: $35 
 
 
 
 
 
    

    
PHILOSOPPHILOSOPPHILOSOPPHILOSOPHY:HY:HY:HY: 
We believe that Sauvignon Blanc is one of the great white wine 
grapes of the world, and we aim to produce reference point wines 
from this varietal. This bottling is a strict selection of our 
favorite barrel fermented and aged Sauvignons from 2009.   Hailing 
exclusively from two fantastic vineyards in Happy Canyon, this 
bottling is labeled with the newly created “Happy Canyon of Santa 
Barbara” AVA. 
    
THE VINEYARDS:THE VINEYARDS:THE VINEYARDS:THE VINEYARDS:    
Grassini Family Vineyard & Vogelzang VineyardGrassini Family Vineyard & Vogelzang VineyardGrassini Family Vineyard & Vogelzang VineyardGrassini Family Vineyard & Vogelzang Vineyard    
In 2009 we had the pleasure of working with two of the finest 
Sauvignon Blanc vineyards in Happy Canyon.  Each vineyard was 
expertly managed by the renowned viticulturists at Coastal 
Vineyard Care Associates.  We purchase our grapes on a per acre 
basis, so that we may control the farming practices; from yield 
control, canopy management, irrigation and differential 
harvesting of portions of our blocks.   
    
THE VINTAGE:THE VINTAGE:THE VINTAGE:THE VINTAGE:    
2009 was a classic cool-climate year, until a dramatic late-season 
heat wave came along and drove sugars up quickly. Attention to 
detail, low yielding blocks and the ability to act fast was required 
in 2009.  Indeed, only fruit from low-yielding blocks had sufficient 
phenolic ripeness to be harvested early while sufficient acidity was 
still present. While the 2009 obtained fairly full body from extra 
ripeness, the wines retain a level of freshness and varietal 
character from appropriate acidity levels.  
    
OUR WINEMAKING: OUR WINEMAKING: OUR WINEMAKING: OUR WINEMAKING:     
We harvested in selective picks and personally hand-sorted the 
clusters in the field. Within hours, we pressed to tanks and barrel, 
without settling. Primary fermentation was completed with native 
and commercial yeasts and temperature control. We blocked 
malolactic fermentation to retain freshness and then aged the 
wines on their lees for 11 months. 
 
PROPRIETORS/WINEMAKERS:PROPRIETORS/WINEMAKERS:PROPRIETORS/WINEMAKERS:PROPRIETORS/WINEMAKERS:    
John Dragonette, Steve Dragonette, & Brandon Sparks-Gillis 
 
REVIEWSREVIEWSREVIEWSREVIEWS::::            
90 POINTS Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar90 POINTS Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar90 POINTS Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar90 POINTS Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar    
In Issue 153 Nov/Dec. 2010 Josh Raynolds writes: 
“The sauvignon blancs here emphasize power and depth. Bright 
yellow. Deeper and riper than the Santa Ynez bottling, displaying 
scents of ripe pear, melon and white peach, with hints of honey and 
baking spices. Supple, juicy orchard and pit fruit flavors are given 
lift and spine by sneaky acidity and pick up a floral quality with 
air.” 
 


